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PREFACE. 



The purpose of seminaries being to prepare eccle- 
siastics for ordinations, it would seem that the most 
common topics of a seminarian’s meditations should 
be such interesting, and to him, vitally important 
subjects as the nature of the Orders he is to receive, 
the powers which they confer, the virtues which 
they require, the duties which they impose, the 
graces to which they entitle their recipient and 
the fruits which they ought to produce. What 
is more suited to touch his heart, to make him feel 
the necessity of perfection, to give him a taste 
for piety and a love for prayer! As a matter of 
fact, however, ordinands seldom meditate on these 
topics. The reason is that most of them, in their 
mental prayer, confine themselves to the subjects 
proposed to the community; subjects which must 
be adapted to the general needs of all and not to 
the special requirements of the smaller number 
who are preparing for the reception of some particular 
order. 

It was to meet these special requirements that 
this book was written. On the days when the 

ix 
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meditation is made in silence, there is nothing to 
prevent a seminarian from choosing the subject 
which best suits his state and disposition; and with 
our indications, he will find it easy to meditate on 
his coming ordination and what it means for him. 

This little book is a sequel to one we have pub- 
lished on Tonsure. God grant that those who 
make use of it may conceive a great respect for 
Minor Orders and prepare for them as they should! 
The dispositions with which they approach ordina- 
tion will be the measure of the graces they receive, 
and on this measure depends, in a great part, the 
fruit which their ministry will produce. To have 
a rich harvest the first thing necessary is to sow well : 
Qui parce seminal parce el metet; el qui seminal in 
benedidionibus de benedidionibus el metet . 1 

We shall see, on the last day, what injury an ordi- 
nand does to himself and what detriment he causes 
to souls by losing, through his own fault, a part of 
the graces destined to sanctify his priesthood and 
render fruitful the fields of the Heavenly Father: 
Modica seminis ddradio non est modicum messis 
ddrimentum .* 

1 II Cob., ix, 6. * St. Bern. 
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PART I. 

INSTRUCTIONS ON MINOR ORDERS. 

CHAPTER I. 

ORDERS IN GENERAL AND MINOR ORDERS IN 
PARTICULAR. 

I. 

WHAT POWERS DID THE SON OF GOD GIVE TO HIS 
MINISTERS? 

He gave them two kinds of powers, powers of 
orders and powers of jurisdiction. 

Both are supernatural and for two reasons: First 
because of their source, since they owe their origin 
to a positive institution, to a free and visible act of 
our Savior; and, secondly, because of their end, which 
is the sanctification of souls and the possession of 
God in Heaven. 

But their objects are distinct. The power of 
jurisdiction is the spiritual authority exercised over 
the mystical body of the Savior, that is to say, 

1 
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over His members taken collectively, as constitut- 
ing Christian society. This authority has, in the 
Church, a r61e analogous to that of the civil author- 
ity in the State. It is this that gives to superiors 
their various functions; the right to teach, to minis- 
ter, to command and to punish. It is owing to 
this power that they regulate the relations of the 
faithful to one another, that they provide for divine 
worship and the interests of souls. The power of 
orders has an object, not more comprehensive, but 
more lofty. It is exercised over Jesus Christ Him- 
self, since its subject is His Divine Body in its 
sacramental state and what is connected with it. 
It reaches the faithful only indirectly, as individuals 
and in their relations to the Eucharist. All its 
acts have reference to Our Lord in the Sacrament 
of the Altar, to the consecration of His Sacred 
Body, to its offering, to its worthy reception or to 
the particular worship which should be rendered to it. 

These two powers of orders and of jurisdiction are 
united in the Bishop. He possesses them in their 
plenitude and uses them freely, albeit with due 
submission to the supremacy of the Sovereign Pon- 
tiff. When he ordains a minister or confers on him 
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a charge in his diocese, he but communicates to 
him a part of the powers which belong to himself 
as successor of the Apostles and representative of 
Jesus Christ . 1 

II. 

IN WHAT MANNER CAN THE BISHOP COMMUNICATE 

HIS POWERS IN ORDINATION? 

The power of orders is exercised in several ways 
and includes various functions: ordination, the Holy 
Sacrifice, the distribution of the Body and Blood 
of the Savior, the offering of the matter destined for 
consecration, the preparation of the altar, of the 
assistants and of the Church for the celebration of 
the holy mysteries. Consequently this power is 
divisible, each of these functions supposing in him 
who fulfils them regularly and officially a right, a 
spiritual power distinct from all the others. 

It entered into the plan of divine wisdom that 
all these powers should be conferred separately, in 
a graded manner, according to a proper progression. 

t Sic nos existimet homo ut ministros Christi et dis- 
pensatores mysteriorum Dei. I Cor., iv, 1. 
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Conformably to the designs of Our Lord, the Church 
has ordained that there should be for each of them 
a particular class of ministers, — that some should 
be established to watch over the holy place, others 
to instruct the faithful, others to defend them against 
the devil and withdraw them from his power, still 
others to prepare the sanctuary and to decorate 
the altar, etc. Moreover it has been determined 
that one may arrive at the higher powers only pro- 
gressively, mounting degree by degree, that each 
new order be super-added to the preceding orders, 
and that the lower be dependent on the higher . 1 
Hence the holy hierarchy of sacred ministers, the 
supernatural origin and divine character of which 
was defined by the Council of Trent . 1 

Thus, the pontificate or the plenitude of priestly 
power which resides in the Bishop, is distributed by 
ordination into seven distinct orders, the one subor- 

1 Si quia dixerit non esse in Ecclesia ordines et majores 
et minores, per quos velut per gradus quosdam in sacer- 
dotium tendatur, anathema sit. Conc. Tbid., Sess. xxm, 
can. 2. Ordinis sacramentum est thronus ille ebumeus 
mystici Salomonis, cujus reclinatorium aureum, ad quem 
ascenditur sex gradibus purpureis, media caritate cons- 
tratis. Pbt. Bleb. 

* Si quis dixerit non esse hierarchiam divina ordinatione 
institutam, anathema sit. Conc. Tbid., Sess. xxm, can. 6. 
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dinate to the other: the priesthood, which gives the 
power to offer and consecrate the Divine Host; the 
diaconate, charged with its distribution; the sub- 
diaconate, to which belongs the duty of preparing 
the matter of the sacrifice and the sacred vessels; 
the order of acolyte, to which belongs the care of 
the altar and the lights; the order of exorcist, which 
keeps out the unworthy and frees those possessed; 
the order of lector, which proclaims the word of God 
and assists the hearers to penetrate into its spirit; 
the order of ostiary, which guards the property of 
the House of God and assembles the faithful. These 
seven powers successively conferred, beginning with 
the last, are superimposed one upon the other 
without ever disappearing or coming in conflict, so 
that in the priesthood, the highest of them all, they 
are all found. The priest unites them all in his 
person and has to exercise them all his life in the 
various offices of his ministry. They are as the 
seven columns of the living temple which the Incar- 
nate Wisdom has raised up to the Divine Majesty . 1 
Thus is justified the name of Orders which they 

1 Sapentia sedificavit sibi domum, excidit columnas sep- 
tem, immolavit victimas suas, miscuit vinum et proposuit 
mensam suam. Pbov., ix, 1. 
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receive and that of ordination given by the Church 
to the religious act which introduces her ministers 
into her hierarchy, which assigns to them their rank 
and their functions. 1 



III. 

WHY DID OUR LORD WISH TO ESTABLISH AMONG HIS 

MINISTERS THIS VARIETY AND PROGRESSION OP 

POWERS? 

We cannot give all His reasons, but we can show 
the advantages which result from this institution to 
the honor of the priesthood, the dignity of worship, 
and the perfection of the clergy. 

1. A statue, however perfect, would never be 
appreciated by most people, unless it were placed 
on a suitable pedestal. Likewise the pontificate, 
which is the perfection of the priesthood, would not 
inspire the faithful with all the esteem it merits, 
if it had not beneath it, to give it due prominence, 
these different classes of subordinate ministers, 
classes inferior one to another, but the least of which 
is superior to the entire order of laymen. 

1 Qusb autem sunt, a Deo ordinatse sunt. Rom., xiii, 1. 
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2. The ceremonies of divine worship would be 
less imposing, if there were not variety in rank and 
function among the ministers of the sanctuary. 
They would represent in a far less perfect manner 
the religion of the celestial hierarchies and the wor- 
ship unceasingly paid to God by the different orders 
of creation. 1 

3. Finally would there not be a two-fold danger in 
suddenly elevating a subject to the highest of ecclesi- 
astical honors and imposing on him the most weighty 
of charges? Indeed even when we are best prepared 
for a change of position, we are still liable to suffer 
spiritual loss, proportionate to the loftiness of the 
position which we acquire. It is true that grace can 
work sudden transformations without any sustained 
cooperation on our part. But it is not the way of 
divine grace suddenly to elevate a soul to the height 
of perfection. God wishes that our spiritual edifice 
should be built up little by little, that the interior 
man should grow, like the exterior man, slowly and 
insensibly, and that our virtue should be at once 
the result of our efforts and the fruit of His divine 

1 Hac mira varietate Ecclesia sancta circumdatur, or- 
natur et regitur. Pont, bom., De presb. Cf. Conc. Tbid., 
Sess. xxm. De reform, c. 17. 
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mercy. 1 The priest ought not then, as a pious writer 
says, to be like a statue of bronze, which is melted 
in a cast and which comes from the mould with the 
form which it will keep; but rather as a statue of 
marble, which is drawn laboriously from the block, 
stroke by stroke, and which must be carved and 
polished leisurely. 2 



IV. 



WHY ARE THERE SEVEN ORDERS AND WHENCE COMES 

THIS COMMON NAME OP ORDERS? 

1. That there are seven Orders is a fact attested 
by the tradition and practice of the Church, not an 
essential and evident truth which carries in itself its 
own demonstration. 8 Our Lord deemed best that 
it should be so: that reason is enough. Neverthe- 
less, for those who think that the Divine Wisdom 
does nothing without a motive worthy of Itself, 

1 Septem diebus consecrabismanus eorum. Exod., xxix, 
35. Ita de gradu in gradum ascendant ut in eis cum setate 
vit© meritum et doctrina major accrescat. Conc. Tbid., 
Bess, xxiii, De re/., c. 11. Bulla Auctorem fidei, prop. 55. 

* Scalpri salubris ictibus, et tunsione plurima, 

Fabri pollita malleo. Hymn Ded{c 

• Conc. Tbid,. Sess. xxm, cap. 2, can. 2. 
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and who take pleasure in admiring the harmony and 
agreement which reign in all Its works, we would 
remark that the seven classes of ministers, joined 
to the Bishop who is placed at their head, and to 
the simple clerics, who are, as it were, the novices 
in the ecclesiastical state, form in all nine different 
choirs consecrated to the worship of God, and that 
in this point, as in many others, the Church on earth 
has the advantage of resembling that of heaven and 
of representing it in the eyes of the faithful. 1 

2. That these seven orders form a unity, a species, 
and that they are designated by the same term, is 
a natural consequence of the analogy that exists 
between them and the relations which unite them. 
We should not forget that the ministers who belong 
to them form only one body; 2 that all the Orders 
tend to one end; 8 that they are all united in and 

1 Progressiones episcoporum, presbyterorum, diacon 
rum sunt, ut arbitror, imitationes glome angelic© 
illus ceconomi© et dispensationis. Clem. Alex., Strom , vi. 

* Sicut corpus unum est et membra habet multa, omnia 
autem membra corporis, cum sint multa, unum tamen 
corpus suntj ita et Christus. Si totum corpus oculus, ubi 
auditus? Si totum auditus, ubi odoratus? I Cob., xii, 12. 

* Eucharistia est finis omnium sacramentorum. S. Th. 
p. 3, q. 65, a. 3, ad 2; q. 73, a. 3; q. 72, a. 6. # Ordines habent 
quod sint sacramenta ex relatione ad maximum sacramen- 
tum, Eucharistiam scilicet, Suppl . q. 37, a. 2, ad 1. 
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completed by the priesthood ; 1 finally, that it is to 
their agreement as to the distinction between them 
that the harmony which reigns in the clergy and in 
the whole Church is due. 



V. 



DO ALL ORDINATIONS CAUSE THE RECIPIENTS TO SHARE 

IN THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS? 

It is of faith that there is a sacrament of Orders, 
that this sacrament imprints an indelible character 
and that the ministers of the Church participate in 
it, at least by the reception of the Priesthood. The 
definitions of the Council of Trent leave us no doubt 
on this point. Moreover it is agreed that the 
essentials of a sacrament are found in the rite em- 
ployed from the earliest ages in the conferring of 
Deaconship. But the Church has defined nothing as 
regarding the lower Orders and Theologians are far 
from agreeing on the question. We may say, never- 

1 Tota plenitudo hujus sacramenti est in uno ordine, 
scilicet sacerdotio; sed in aliis est quaedam participatio 
ordinis, et ideo omnes ordines sunt unum sacramentum. 
In iv Sent., dist, 24, q. 2, a. 1. 
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theless, that the greater number and the most 
famous among the ancient doctors, St. Thomas, 
St. Bonaventure, Duns Scotus, etc., place them on 
the same plane as the diaconate and the priesthood, 
and speak of them as a sacrament . 1 

This is not the place to discuss their reasons. We 
shall say only that there is nothing in this opinion 
which does not agree with the doctrine and practice 
of the Church. If we read through the Canons of 
the Council of Trent, we shall notice that, after 
having defined that there are different Orders, Major 
and Minor, through which it is necessary to pass to 
reach the priesthood, it immediately adds, as a 
dogma of faith, without exception or distinction, 
that Holy Orders is a sacrament properly so-called 
and that its institution dates back to our Lord . 1 

1 Billtjabt, De Or dine, Dies, i, a. 3. Of the four Minor 
Orders the Greeks have only that of Lectorate. 

* Si quis dixerit ordinem, sive sacramordinationem non 
esse verum sacramentum a Christo institutum, anathema 
sit. Conc. Tru>., Sess. xxm, can 3. Si quis dixerit pr®- 
ter sacerdotium non esse alios ordines majores et minores, 
per quos velut per gradus quosdam ad sacerdotium 
tendatur, anathema sit. Can. 1 et 2. (All of the orders 
could have been instituted quoad substantiam, in the di- 
aconate and the priesthood, and been divided and separated 
by the Church. Thus among the Greeks they are still 
undivided in the diaconate.) 
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And if we consult the practice of the Church we shall 
see that her principle has always been that all these 
ordinations belong, by right, to the Bishops, who 
are the only ordinary ministers of them, that each 
one has, as its essential rite, a matter and form analo- 
gous to that of the priesthood and to those of the 
other sacraments; that precious graces are attached 
to their reception and, finally, that it is never per- 
mitted to repeat any one of them, except there be 
doubt as to its validity. 

It is true that we find no mention made of Minor 
Orders or of the sub-diaconate, either in the New 
Testament or in the most ancient Fathers. At 
first sight, this fact is surprising; but it does not 
prove that they could not be part of the sacrament 
of Holy Orders. The explanation of St. Thomas 
is that in the early years of Christianity, the Church, 
having only a small number of adherents and very 
moderate resources, was obliged to limit, as much 
as possible, the number of her ministers; and for 
this reason, she found it well to have the Deacons 
(i haxovovs , ministros) exercise all the functions of 
orders not reserved to the priests, and to confer on 
them at one time all of the powers of these orders. 
Instead, then, of giving the lower Orders separately 
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and to different persons, she used the liberty which 
her Founder had left to confer them simultaneously, 
be it by one summary ordination or by distinct 
ordinations conferred without intervals. But this 
state of things scarcely lasted longer than one cen- 
tury. The Church, as soon as she was well estab- 
lished and enjoyed some degree of liberty, felt the 
need of increasing her clergy and of maintaining 
distinct orders among clerics. She hastened, then, 
to multiply her ministers, while diversifying their 
functions. Finally, she decided to confer the sub- 
diaconate and Minor orders only in distinct and 
graded ordinations . 1 Hence we find many of these 
orders mentioned in the ecclesiastical documents of 
the second century. In the third we find them all 
well established and universally known.* 

1 In primitiva Ecclesia, propter paucitatem ministro- 
rum omnia inferiora ministeria diaconis committebantur, 
ut patet per Dionysium ( Eccles . Hierarch , in). Nihilomi- 
nus erant omnes predicts potestates, sed implicite in 
una Diaconi potestate; sed postea ampliatus est cultus 
divinus, et Ecclesia, quod implicite habebat in uno or dine, 
explicite tradidit in diversis. Et secundum hoc dicit 
Magister quod Ecclesia alios ordines instituit. S. Thom., 
Supplem ., q. 37. a. 2. Cf. In iv Sent . dist, 24, q. 1, a. 1. 

* S. Corn., Ernst, ad Fab. Antioch ., apud Euseb. H. E. f 
iv, 43 (252), et Conc. Carthag. iv (398), in quo exponitur 
ritus ordinationum. 
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This explanation seems plausible to us. Since 
Our Lord so ardently wished that His ministers 
should be holy and all their duties well performed, 
is it not to be presumed that He would do for the 
ecclesiastical state what He has done for the state of 
matrimony, that is to say, establish in His Church 
a particular source of graces whence all those who 
would wish to consecrate themselves to His ministry 
might draw in abundance the help necessary to 
fulfil their duties and worthily exercise their functions? 

However this may be, whether or not the lower 
Orders up to the Diaconate imprint the sacramental 
character, whether or not they are of divine institu- 
tion, the grace of the ecclesiastical ministry certainly 
depends on the manner in which they are received ; 1 
and it seems beyond doubt that an ordinand who 
would present himself unworthily, in the state of 
mortal sin, would commit a grave fault and be guilty 
of sacrilege.* 

1 Ordinis effect us est augmentum gratia, ut quia sit 
idoneus minister. Eug., iv, Decret . ad Armen . 

2 Cum in. quolibet ordine aliquis constituatur dux aliis 
in rebus divinis, in quolibet quasi prsesumptuosus mor- 
taliter peccat, qui cum conscientia peccati mortalis ad 
ordines accedit. S. Thom, In iv Sent, dist, 24, q. 1 , a. 3. 
Quare sanctam illam consuetudinem in Ecclesia servari 
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VI. 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF ANYONE SHOULD RECEIVE 
AN ORDER, MAJOR OR MINOR, WITHOUT HAVING 
RECEIVED THE PREVIOUS ORDINATIONS? 

1. If there be question of the episcopal consecra- 
tion and the subject has not received the order of 
Priesthood, it is generally agreed that the ordination 
would be null and of no effect, the episcopal charac- 
ter being only an extension of that of the priesthood, 
and the episcopacy only completing and perfecting 
the priestly dignity. 

2. Any other ordination thus received, per saltum, 
would be valid but illicit; and as it is forbidden under 
pain of suspension by ecclesiastical law, 1 one ordained 
in this manner must abstain from all the functions 
of the Order until he receive, together with the 
removal of his suspension, the lower Orders through 
which he should have passed. 



animadvertimus, ut qui sacris initiandi sunt prius pceni- 
tenti® sacramento conscientiam purgare dihgenter stu- 
deant. Catech. Conc. Tr id., p. 2, c. 7. 

1 Conc. Tbid., Seas, xxiii, De reform , cap. 14; et can. 
Sollicitudo , dist. 52; et can S. officia , dist, 59. 
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3. If the Order received per saltum were the priest- 
hood, the person would, in virtue of his Ordination, 
have all the lower orders, since they are only parts 
or divisions of the Order of priesthood. But it 
would not be the same if the Order received were 
the diaconate, sub-diaconate, or one of the Minor 
Orders. The reason of this is that each of the lower 
Orders, up to priesthood, has an entirely distinct 
object, and since the lower does not belong to the 
higher, as a part to the whole, the power and grace 
which has already been received for the exercise of 
one does not imply the power and grace necessary 
to exercise the others. 

Consequently, when St. Thomas says that the 
ordination of the first Deacons conferred on them, 
at one and the same time, all the Orders below priest- 
hood, he does not mean to say that such is the natural 
effect of the ordination to the diaconate; but he 
means that this was done in virtue of a particular 
command of Our Lord and of an extraordinary power 
confided to the Apostles during the first years of 
the Church; or it may be supposed that the first 
six ordinations, though not separated from one 
another by intervals of time, were given successively, 
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according to their particular rites or, again, that 
God gave to the Church exceptional powers in this 
regard. 1 

VII. 

DO WE FIND IN THE SACRAMENT OF HOLT ORDERS, AS 

IN THAT OF MATRIMONY AND IN ALL THE OTHERS, 

SOME SYMBOL OR MYSTERIOUS SIGNIFICATION? 

The rites or sacred signs by which Holy Orders 
is conferred represent to the soul things mysterious 
and sublime, namely: 

1. The supernatural powers that are conferred 
on the ordinands in relation to Our Lord and His 
members, and the graces which should accompany 
these powers that they may be used in a holy manrer. 

2. The divine pontificate with which the Eternal 
Father invested His Son, when at the moment of 
the Incarnation, He accepted Him and designated 
Him as the Supreme Sacrificer, as the Sole Priest 
and Sole Victim of religion for all eternity. 2 

i Cf. p. 11, 12. 

1 Ingrediens mundum dicit: Holocautomata pro peccato 
non tibi placuerunt; tunc dixi: Ecce venio, ut faciam, 
Deus, voluntatem tuam; in qua voluntate sanctificati 
sum us. Heb., x, 5, etc. 
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3. The glorious priesthood which, according to 
St. John, the elect exercise with their Divine Master 
in heaven, where they are, with Him and through 
Him, so many priests of the divine majesty, who 
unceasingly offer to the Father of Mercy the Lamb 
without spot whose Blood was shed for the salvation 
of man. 1 

VIII. 

WHAT EFFECTS DOES THE SACRAMENT OF HOLT ORDERS 

PRODUCE? 

The sacrament of Holy Orders produces in those 
who receive it worthily three principal effects; 

1. It increases sanctifying grace; and this increase 
is considerable, for it is such as befits the ecclesiastical 
state, which is the highest in the Church. An ordi- 
nary measure of grace would not suffice to give to 
the Savior, friends worthy of Him and to sanctify 
as they should be sanctified the ministers charged 
with the sanctification of the rest of the Church. 2 

1 Fecisti nos Deo nostro regnum et sacerdotes. Apoc., 
v, 10. Erunt sacerdotes Dei et Christi et regnabunt mille 
annis. Ibid, xx, 6. 

* Effectus ordinis est augmentum gratis ut quis sit 
idoneus minister. Decret. ad Armen. 
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2. It brings down the Holy Ghost upon them to 
assist them in their ministry and put them in a con- 
dition to acquit themselves worthily of all their 
duties. By the aid of this gift, by the supernatural 
graces and help of all kinds of which it is the pledge, 
they can hope to live as true ministers of God, to 
be, even till death, faithful dispensers of the sacred 
mysteries, worthy mediators between God and man, 
useful representatives of the Savior and of the 
Church, to offer to the Divine Majesty the worship 
of reverence, thanksgiving and expiation which is 
due to Him, to obtain for the faithful the blessings, 
the lights, the assistance which they need in order 
to live in the friendship of the Savior and participate 
in His virtues. 1 The lives of holy priests show us 
in a sensible manner the effects of the sacrament of 
Holy Orders and make us appreciate its value. 2 

1 Propterea officium sacerdotis est esse mediatorem inter 
Deum et populum, in quantum scilicet divina populo tradit, 
et iterum in quantum preces populi Deo offert. S. Thom., 
p, 3. q. 2. a. 1. 

•Dicendum quod Dei perfects sunt opera et ideo cui- 
cumque datur potentia aliqua divinitus, dantur ea per 
qua executio illius potentise potest congrue fieri. Et 
hoc patet etiam in naturalibus; et ita in Sacramento ordinis 
per quod homo ordinatur ad aliorum sacramentorum dis- 
pensationem. S. Thom. , In iv dist, 24, q. 1, a. 1. 
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3. It imprints on their soul a supernatural and 
indelible character, which distinguishes them from 
the simple faithful, places them in a higher order, 
unites them to Jesus Christ, as pontiff and head of 
His mystical body, makes them participate in His 
priesthood and gives to them the power necessary 
to exercise these august functions with authority. 

This character is superior to that of Confirmation 
and that of Baptism. The character of Baptism 
puts us in a state in which we can receive the sac- 
raments and live in a holy manner, in accordance 
with the maxims of faith: that of Holy Orders en- 
ables us to administer the sacraments, to preach the 
faith, to make other Christians and other ministers 
of God. The character of Confirmation gives us 
the grace to live as perfect Christians and to fight 
as generous soldiers of Jesus Christ; that of Holy 
Orders to propagate Christian life, give example to 
the more perfect, and lead them as a worthy general 
of the army of the Lord. 

One day a fallen priest presented himself to St. 
Philip Neri dressed in civilian’s garb; “My son,” 
said the saint, after having looked at him a moment : 
“it is in vain that you disguise yourself; I see shin- 
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ing upon your face the character of your priest- 
hood.” 1 



IX. 



DOES THE EFFECT OF THE ORDINATION DEPEND ON 

THE DISPOSITIONS OF THE MINISTER OR ON THOSE 

OF THE SUBJECT? 

In this regard, ordination has always been com- 
pared to the sacraments of Baptism and Confirma- 
tion. 

1. The sanctity of the minister is not an indif- 
ferent thing. In virtue of his prayers and the edi- 
fication of his example, he can be very useful to 
the ordinands as well as to the faithful. But the 
efficacy of the sacrament does not depend on it. 
For the Order to be conferred with a grace which 
should accrue to the subject, it is sufficient that the 
rite used in the Church should be observed exactly. 2 

1 Life of S. Phil . Neri. In ordine asumitur signaculum 
in anima ordinati indelebile in perpetuumj et per illud 
cognoscetur ille, tam in die judicii quam in inferno, quam 
in coelo, quod fuit in tali ordine ad sui gloriam vel confu- 
sionem perpetuam. Fr. Humb. Biblioth. Pat. t xxii, p. 528. 

1 Si enim baptismus per hffireticum datus ritus habendus 
est, nihil omnino causse est cur non et consecratio. Pet. 
Dam., Opu8c. vi, c. 4. 
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